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Historical overview /key ideas
The nature of existence

The dual nature of the mind
Transcendence as an ethic
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H.P. Blavatsky’s contribution to
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The Perennial Philosophy is:
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It is called “perennial” because of its:
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Characteristic Features (3

A sense of the sacred

Contemplation and
self-examination

A different way of
being in the world, and
a different way of
seeing the world




Huxley’s definition - == 2% <r-s
According to Aldous Huxley the perennial philosophy is

A metaphysic that recognizes a divine Reality
substantial to the world of things and lives
and minds

A psychology that finds in the soul something
similar to, or even identical with, divine Reality

And an ethic that places man’s final end in the
knowledge of the immanent and transcendent
Ground of all being

(Huxley A. The Perennial Philosophy. London, Chatto & Windus: 1947, p.1)



The Primacy of Unity

There is a unity to the cosmos
that is deeply real, although
not immediately obvious.

It takes training and
insight to see it.
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Bodily, and even to
some extent mentally,
the human being ig,,qn.f
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animal









s waaal N =

ey
¥ ll\
N g o
3-3.'.'"9'.:-:.‘.-;{’:.%\\
~ L AR G
e % ‘.~ a

Zesatii ) et
g,.-.,-—""
e




*OURUNIQUE POTENTIAL

There is W|’rh|n Us @ reall’ry




And our inherent limitations

There is something about human consciousness

that makes it dull, unreceptive, resistant to
change

and intractably stubborn. Vz’“

That something is thought

- OUr nemesis \‘%
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Basically it all comes down to order in
consciousness

A place for everything and everything in its

place



Order in consciousness implies
0

We understand

the structure of W
consciousness and

the process of

thought



Order in consciousness implies
N

We can tell the
real from the
unreal, the
changing from the
eternal, the finite
from the infinite




Then things fall into plac
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To put thought into that sort of order
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Contemplation is paramount (3
N

Whether in consciousnhess
or in terms of the
environment -

Order depends largely

on the quality, the extent
and the depth of our
seeing



And what about the Ethics?

cannot flourish unless my
Do unto others? neighbour flourishes?
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Finally ... a prayer

to sum up the spirit of the philosophy

" From darkness

ead me to'l
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..... And a joke
]

What did the mystic say to
the hot-dog vendor?

Make me one with everything.

- Laurence Kushner




